A    SURVEY   OF   THE    PERIOD    1906-1931
extended the earlier discoveries of Ross, Borchgrevink and Scott
in the Ross Dependency. Charcot, Wilkins and the whalers
carried on the good work of their predecessors in the Graham
Land District and to the south-west thereof. Mawson, Davis,
Wild, Filchner and Riiser-Larsen have made some of the most
important discoveries in breaking through the pack to entirely
new land beyond it, as Ross did a hundred years ago. Mawson
and Riiser-Larsen have discovered the largest amount of conti-
nental coastline. Among the other pioneers, all of whom must
have full credit for breaking completely fresh ground, Shackleton
and Filchner in the Weddell Sea are fine examples.
Only five journeys have been made towards the interior of
Antarctica and none of them, during the last twenty-five years,
has penetrated very far. They were undertaken by Shackleton,
David, Amundsen, Scott, and Bage of Mawson* s first expedition.
To these must be added Byrd's flight to the South Pole. Charcot,
Filchner, Davis, Wild, Shackleton and Mawson on their second
expeditions, Wilkins and Riiser-Larsen, restricted their activities to
coastal surveys ; and the greater part of Mawson's first and Byrd's
expeditions were the same. The preponderance of effort, there-
fore, has been where, to begin with, it was most needed. For the
last seventeen years no exploration of any part of the interior has
been attempted, though during this time many expeditions have
reached the shores of Antarctica. Lieutenant Bage blazed the last
inland trail, and the distance he went from the coast was nearly as
far as the South Pole from the Ross Barrier, Byrd followed the
Norwegian route to the Pole, and the new mountains discovered
by the Americans were on the coast of the Barrier. Byrd's other
discoveries were also in a coastal district and Wilkins turned back,
on his flights, from the edge of the continent. No journey has
yet been made to explore the central part of the plateau.
Sir Hubert Wilkins showed that Graham Land consisted of one
or more islands. His Hearst Land appears to be difficult, if not
impossible, to reach by water. Yet one of the four major geo-
graphical requirements in Antarctica now is to link up this new
country with Luitpold Land on the east and with King Edward
Vlf Land on the west. This consideration leads to the second
requirement: that of completely charting the whole district com-
prising King Edward VII Land, Scott Land and Marie Byrd Land.1
Again this leads to the third problem: the final delineation of the
1 This is written before Admiral Byrd's charts are published.